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MEMBERS' UPDATE: 11/19/18 
 
Good afternoon everyone! 
 
Well, we have another Northern Tier Providers Coalition Conference under our belts - the 21st 
Annual. Last Tuesday through Thursday NTPC again hosted over one hundred participants at the 
Crowne Plaza in Lake Placid for what is rightfully billed as one of the (if not the) best bang for 
the buck conference in the State! NTPC would like to thank the leadership and staff at the 
Crowne Plaza for once again working with them to make this a very affordable event and for the 
professionalism and care that create an exceptional experience for conference goers. 
 
After Kate Olmstead and company led us through using EventMobi (talk about streamlining with 
technology, not to mention very slick, fun and just plain cool stuff!), ASAP Executive Director 
John Coppola provided an insightful update on the state of field. He also encouraged and 
challenged the many younger professionals at the conference to get involved with advocacy, 
especially in light of the recent NYS election results that foreshadow a greater potential for 
having our voices heard and advancing the State's behavioral healthcare community. 
 
The keynote speaker, Dr. Damara Gutnick, focused on the transformative nature of the "What 
Matters To You?" campaign in healthcare with a dynamic presentation. She was introduced by 
Barry Brogan, Executive Director of the North Country Behavioral Healthcare Network, who 
took the opportunity to promote the Network's two upcoming Community Conversations on 
tobacco, vaping, marijuana and our youth that will happen on November 27th from 6 PM to 8 
PM at the Hilton Garden Inn in Watertown, and November 28th from 9 AM to noon at the 
Crowne Plaza in Lake Placid. (by way of further shameless promotion, you can sign up for 
those FREE events by contacting Robin or Rachel at 518-891-9460). Workshops covered an 
array of topics including mindfulness, and with a focus on working with our youth. As is the case 
each year, OASAS credentialing credits were provided via a simple one-page form. 
 
An annual highlight of the conference is the Awards Banquet, which was moved to Wednesday 
lunch for the first time this year and which was again hosted by Bill Bowman. Known 
affectionately within the inner circles of NTPC as Brother Bill, he gave a presentation, including 
an edgy stand-up routine, that was once again a huge success (although it did require a 
disclaimer by the Northern Tier Providers). 
The prestigious awards went to the following individuals: 

• The Public Service Award to radio personality Reen Cook of Akwesasne 
• The Volunteer Award to New York State Trooper Josh Prashaw for his work at the 

SVPC's Clubhouse 
• The Professional Recognition Award to Linda Boss, St. Joseph's Malone Outpatient 

Clinic Site Supervisor who will retire at the end of the year 
• The Nicole Bailey Outstanding Achievement Award to Jessica Cole of St. Joseph's 

Addiction Treatment and Recovery Centers 
 

A heartfelt congratulations to all of the recipients! 
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If you haven't yet been aware of the Northern Tier Providers Coalition Conference, Just give 
Larry Calkins (official "Conference Chairman for Life") a call up at the Seaway Valley 
Prevention Council and he will be more than willing to tell you all about it. Then you can 
prepare to get your staff members to the event that occurs every November. 
 
Till later, 
~ Bud 
 


